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GoodmorningChildren.

WelcometoEnglishLiteratureclass.

TheInventionofShoes

(TranslatedbySukhenduRayandSukantaChoudhuri)

TheInventionofShoesisawonderfulpoem composedbyRabindranathTagoreandtranslated

bySukhenduRayandSukantyChaudhuri.Thepoem wascomposedatatimewhenpeople

didn'tknowanythingaboutshoes.Thepoem smartlydiscussestherecklessnessofthepeople

inpowerandalsotheinabilityofmostpeopletousetheircommonsensetosolvetheproblem.

OnedayKingHobuaskedMinisterGobutofindasolutiontotheproblem ofhisfeetgetting

dirtyeverytimehesteppedontheground.Theministerandothersinthecourttooksomuch

salary,butnevercaredabouttheking'stroubles.TheKingorderedMinisterGobutofindsome

remedyforthepresentnuisanceorelsehewouldn'tspareanyoneofthem.MinisterGobu

sweatedalotoutoffear,thescholarsgrewpaleandthecourtiersspentsleeplessnights.The

familymembersstartedweepingandstoppedcookingintheMinister'shome.FinallyMinister

GobuwithtearsinhiseyesfellatKing'sfeetandaskedhow theywouldgetthedustofthe

King'sholyfeetiftheywerefreedfrom dust.ThoughtheKingwaspleasedtohearthis,he

wantedhisministerstogetridofthedustfrom hisfeet.HeonceagainremindedMinisterGobu

ofgettingafatsalary.HealsoquestionedthereasonforappointingScientistswithlong

degrees.Thekingthreatenedalltobepreparedfortheworstiftheycouldn'ttackletheproblem.

Assignment:
Answerthefollowingquestions:

1.WhatdidKingHobuorderMinisterGobu?

2.WhyaretheKing'swordssaidtobe'sinister'?

3.WhatwastheimpactoftheKing'swordsonthecourtiers?

4.'That'saquestionindeed'-WhatdoestheKingrefertoasthe'question'?




